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Join Wildsight and
help keep the
Kootenays wild!
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Membership keeps the Kootenay’s voice for conservation strong.
Yes. As a matter of fact, | would like to be a Wildsight Member!
$20 Individual
$25 Family

-Or -

By golly! I would like to make a donation to support Wildsight.

Enclosed is a cheque for $

Register me as a branch member in:

Kimberley/Cranbrook Creston Valley
Elk Valley Golden
Invermere
[ —— e —
|
: Name:
|
[ Address:
|
| Telephone:
I
: Email:
| Clip & mail to Wildsight (see back page) or join online! www.wildsight.ca
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Pat O’Sullivan,
ar'ﬁ iV Juniper Heights B.C.

He can spin a good yarn with his folk songs
or thread a good tale about flossing, but
rest assured Pat O’Sullivan isn’t stringivng
you along when he tells you how much he
loves climbing.

Both a musician and a dentist, Juniper
Heights resident O’Sullivan has a hard time
picking his favourite place to rope up.

“There are so many beautiful areas to choose from,” says O’Sullivan.
“Hard to say, but Gibraltar Wall or Findlay Creek are definitely at the top
of the list.”

Being able to step out his door and experience wilderness is something
O’Sullivan is thankful for. He states the opportunities to have a few laughs
with friends or spend some quality family time with his wife Leisa and two
boys, Liam and Tomas is key to embracing life in the Kootenays.

“l am so grateful we live in a place where the wild places are so close that
even in this busy stage of life, we can escape to them everyday,” says
O’Sullivan. “It lets me keep a strong connection with the earth and its
elements. That’s worth everything.”

Classroom With Outdoors: Recess
All Day Long? Class Outside? Sweet!

Remember recess? Oh man, that was
fun. Remember when those 15 minutes
felt like the best 15 minutes that ever was?
Remember figuring out what kind of snow
made the best snowballs? Remember
thinking, “if only class was this much fun”?

This year, many Kootenay students were
saying, “class is this much fun!”

Thanks to Wildsight’s Education in the Wild
programs, more students than ever before
are getting outside and having loads of
fun. Don't tell them, but they’re learning
something, too!

2008 is shaping up to be the best year
yet for Wildsight’s Education in the Wild
programs. This winter, 1,466 students
and 111 parent volunteers participated in
Winter Wonder, a program dedicated to
students from kindergarten to grade three.
Students, teachers and volunteers enjoyed
783 trips into the wilderness — an increase
from last year’s 49 trips.

‘Education in the Wild’ Program Managers
Monica Nissen and Jenn Meens say this
year's Winter Wonder was an incredible
success thanks to the sense of exploration
instinctive to kids.

“It is truly magical to see what happens
when children are given the opportunity to
explore,” says Nissen. “The best moments
are when students forget they are learning
and justimmerse themselves in exploration
and discovery. In some ways, what they
are learning seems less important than
how they learn. It's more important that
the experience is fun and builds a positive
connection to the natural world.”

Forthe kids, a chance to get outside instead
of sitting at a desk is irresistible. Ask any
kid if they’d rather do some math, or play a
hiding game outside and see what they say.
Chances are they'd rather be splashing in

puddles than pushing a pencil.

In a game called ‘camouflage’, students
get a chance to learn about their natural
surroundings by blending in to avoid being
spotted. By creating a ‘chickadee sundae’
out of snow and seeds found on the
ground, students foster an understanding

of winter food supplies.

This spring, ‘Classroom with Outdoors’,
Education in the Wild’'s program geared
towards grades four to seven, is getting
set for unparalleled success. Nissen and
Meens anticipate that nearly 4,000 students
from throughout the Columbia Basin will
participate in 130 ecosystem awareness
fieldtrips. Since 2001, nearly 27,000 students
have been involved in 953 fieldtrips.

Wildsight is also continuing ‘Go Wildl
Aimed at grade eight-to-11 students, this
program offers multi-day field trips focusing
on sustainable outdoor leadership, helping
students engage with their communities
and their natural environment. This, in
turn, encourages personal growth and

leadership skills.

“My experience in Go Wild was eye
opening,” says Mount Baker student
and Go Wild participant Nicole Pelton. “It
really helped me learn things about the

environment and myself.”

To find out more about getting outside
(shhh!) and learning something, visit

www.wildsight.ca.

Go Wild Program Manager Jenn Meens
would like to extend a big Thank You to
those who donated equipment to the
Go Wild youth program. Many kids will
get out in the wilds more prepared and
comfortable thanks to the generosity of
Mountain Equipment Co-op Vancouver,

Larry Farmer and Pat Morrow.
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Getting the Big Picture on the
Jumbo Controversy

The confusing details of an issue as
contentious as the proposed Jumbo
Glacier Resort may sometimes be difficult
to put into the big picture. Thanks to
Kimberley filmmaker Kevin Shepit, those

Jumbo details are coming into focus.

Directed by Shepit with a commission from
Wildsight, the eight-minute documentary
‘Alas, Resort’ premiered as a finalist at
the Vancouver International Mountain Film
Fest in February. The film, produced with
support from Wildsight, the Yellowstone
to Yukon Conservation Initiative (Y2Y) and
private donors, sheds fresh light on the

controversial Jumbo Resort issue.

Recently, the Calgary Olympic
Development Association and VANOC
publicly distanced themselves from the
proposal, disproving resort planner Grant
Costello’s claim of their support. As well,
B.C. Minister of Community Services Ida
Chong committed to allow the results of a
November 2007 vote by affected residents
to determine the fate of the proposal —
the vote yielded a result of 80% opposed
to the plan. Columbia-Revelstoke MLA
Norm MacDonald even hosted a special
screening of the film for MLAs and press at

the legislature in Victoria in early March.

However, recent discussion in the B.C.
legislature revealed continued ‘behind-
the-scenes’ regarding the fate of the
area in the Purcell Mountains. Negotiations
surround the relocation of a RK
helicopter ski operation in the Purcell

Wilderness Conservancy.

In a March 17th interview with CBC
Radio, MacDonald expressed his support
for keeping Jumbo wild. “We need to
state clearly that the government wil
not compromise the Purcell Wilderness
Conservancy and will respect the
decision of locals,” said MacDonald. “The
government should keep its promise.
A promise made to a voter should be a

promise kept.”

Despite the confusion, many filmgoers
are taking the opportunity to learn the
truth. At the Vancouver screening, over
800 filmgoers got a chance to see the
truth behind the controversy. At the Fernie
Mountain Film Fest on February 29th,
the film played to an excited audience of
over 300. The film will also be part of the
2008 cross-Canada VIMFF tour ‘Best of
the Fest.

Wildsight's Purcells Program Manager
Dave Quinn hopes Shepit’s movie will open
the eyes of all viewers to the importance of
the area.

“This is a very special place, no doubt
about it,” says Quinn. “This film puts a lot
into perspective and allows viewers to see
the truth about Jumbo.”

Alas, Resort will be playing in Kimberley on
April 12 at the McKim Theatre. It can also be
viewed on Youtube or at Jumbowild.com.

For more information about obtaining
a copy of Alas, Resort for presentation
or setting up a link on your web site,
contact Dave Quinn at 250.427.5666 or
250.427.8878 or daveg@wildsight.ca

News Updates

COLUMBIA LAKE AND
LOT 48 UPDATE

Wildsight has joined with Friends of
Columbia Lake to help protect this
special low elevation lakeshore. This
partnership aims at opposing resort
development that would bisect a
provincial park and forever alienate low
elevation habitat for wildlife. Currently,
negotiations between the proponent,
government, First Nations and land
trust groups are continuing. The goal
is to arrive at a settlement that would
incorporate the privately-owned Lot 48
into the surrounding provincial park and
wildlife management area.

DAVID THOMPSON
HERITAGE LANDS UPDATE

The provincial government is close
proposal  to
commemorate the David Thompson
Heritage Lands (DTHL) and name it
a National Historic Site of Canada.
The DTHL incorporates the land
bounding the Athabasca Heritage trail

to  supporting the

including the Athabasca Pass, Pacific
and Jeffrey Creek.

Wildsight continues to encourage
the government to make the DTHL
a National Historic Site of Canada.

PURCELLS UPDATE

Wildsight continues to work in close
partnership with the Yellowstone to
Yukon Conservation Initiative (Y2Y)
to create a long-term conservation
vision for the transboundary greater
Purcells ecosystem. Over 80 partner
conservation groups, individuals, First
Nations, and government agencies
from the US and Canada are now a part
of this groundbreaking collaborative
process. From these partnerships, we
are pleased to announce our project
focus area was expanded to include the
southern Selkirk Mountains.

Our main issues of concern remain
the same — B.C.’s Highway 3 corridor
and the proposed Jumbo Glacier
Resort. Highway 3 threatens to bisect
the southern portion of the ecosystem
and endangers the free movement of
large carnivores. The pending Jumbo
Resort proposes to build a city of
6,500 people 55 km into the heart of
the Purcell Mountains. This proposal
would essentially divide the entire range
and isolate the Purcell Wilderness
Conservancy to the south.

Wildsight has helped to identify and
facilitate the purchase of two critical
pieces of private land along this corridor.
We continue to help our partners towards
the identification and acquisition of other
pieces critical for wildlife movement.

The Wildsight-Y2Y partnership has
yielded unparalleled success in our

efforts to help wilderness conservation
of this precious ecosystem. In March,
Y2Y held the Spring 2008 partner
meeting near the southern boundary of
the project area in Missoula, Montana. In
October 2007, Wildsight hosted its own
partner meeting in Kimberley. These
biannual meetings bring conservation
interests together to help shape the
direction and priorities for the project.

Wildsight looks forward to further
collaboration and conservation efforts
with Y2V.

GOLDEN GOLF COURSE
PROPOSED EXPANSION

The Provincial Ombudsman’s office
has agreed to investigate a Wildsight
complaint concerning the Golden Golf
Course expansion.

Wildsightis concernedthatthe Columbia
Shuswap Regional District (CSRD) is
in a conflict of interest situation due to
their past and present relationship with
the Golden Golf Course. In the past, the
CSRD has considered applying for the
lease of the land for the expansion but
the expansion is dependent upon the
CSRD-controlled Legacy Fund.

The Legacy Fund was created and
designed from the sale of the Whitetooth
SKi Hill. It provides low-interest funding
to projects
community of Golden.

benefiting the entire

Wildsight is opposing the golf course
expansion due to the golf course’s
continued use of toxic chemicals with
known carcinogenic and mutanogenic
qualities.  The proposed expansion
site is acknowledged as historic public

recreation lands and important to wildlife.

CLIMATE SOLUTIONS FOR
THE KOOTENAYS UPDATE

It’s been an exciting couple months for
Climate Solutions for the Kootenays.
First, the introduction of the revenue-
neutral carbon tax will apply to virtually
all fossil fuels used in B.C. Phased in
over time, the tax will promote the use
of cleaner fuel options, encourage the
development of green technologies and
reduce greenhouse gas emissions.

All carbon tax revenue will be deemed
as ‘revenue-neutral” This means all
revenue — about $1.8 billion over three
years — will be returned to British
Columbians through reductions to
income and business taxes.

We are pleased to announce that the
City of Kimberley has joined Partners for
Climate Protection, an initiative facilitated
in Canada by the Federation of Canadian
Municipalities. Kimberley joins the City of
Fernie in Partners for Climate Protection
and the B.C. Climate Action Charter; two
initiatives to make communities carbon
neutral by 2012.
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Make This Summer the Best Yet!

Oh boy! After those long months of long
johns, wooly socks and scratchy toques,
it’s time to get out in the sun and enjoy
summer! Imagine it now... those warm
sunny days by the lake, relaxed evenings
in the boat, loafing around, going for
hikes, shorts and sandals... it's gonna
be awesome!

Summer means alot to Kootenay residents.
So, get out there and make the most of it!
Here’s a list of great places to visit and a
few little things to make this summer safe,
environmentally friendly, and fun.

BOATING SAFELY

These small tips will help make sure our
lakes and rivers will be healthy for years
to come.

e Use electric motors whenever possible.
If a gas motor is a must, use four-stroke
engines, which pollute much less than
two-stroke engines.

e Use a funnel to refuel tanks. Spills of
diesel, gas, and petroleum lubricants
are harmful to aquatic environments. An
estimated one billion litres of oil-derived
fueland lubricants enter North America’s
waters every year from recreational
boating — this is more than 15 times the
oil spilled by the Exxon Valdez in 1989!

e Follow speed and wake limits according
to the Canadian Office of Boating Safety,
and obtain a Pleasure Craft Operators
card — it’s the law.

e Stay 30m from shore when moving
and steer clear of environmentally-
sensitive areas.

e When cleaning boats, be sure to use
environmentally  friendly  products.
Local retailers carry a number of
different products that are non-toxic,
biodegradable and phosphate free.
Always remove boats from the water
while cleaning to avoid soapy runoff in
the lake.

e To avoid spreading invasive plant
species, check for and remove all
aquatic plant fragments from boats and
trailers before entering or leaving a lake.

e Yield to non-motorized  vessels
and swimmers.

SWIMMING IN INVERMERE

Who can drive along the 93/95 in the
summer heat and pass by the town of
Invermere without having a quick dip?
Check out Windermere Public Beach,
James Chabot Provincial Park Beach,
and Kinsmen Beach - three of the best
swimming spots in the Kootenays. All
three beaches have picnic areas and
playgrounds for kids. As well, all three
are shallow and easily accessible (James
Chabot has a wheelchair access ramp).
Get out of the car and enjoy a sunny
afternoon in Invermerel!

EIGHT THINGS YOU CAN DO
FOR CLEAN WATER AND A
HEALTHY WORLD

1. Design yards or gardens to absorb storm
water runoff. Plant a garden or a variety of
native plants that need minimal care and
water instead. Try growing native food or
wildflowers.

2. Choose ecosystem-friendly sources
of electrical power, like solar, wind or
geothermal.

3. Walk, run, bicycle, use public
transportation or carpool.

4. Wear out clothes rather than buying
new ones. Buy vintage or borrow clothes
whenever possible. But when buying, buy
from local companies with fair labour and
manufacturing practices.

5. Use chlorine-free, or tree-free, paper
products with high post-consumer waste
content. Paper mills often release waste
that can cause immune and organ system
dysfunction in both humans and fish.

6. Take shorter showers, and turn off the
tap while you lather up. Conserving water
helps to protect the health of local aquifers
reservoirs. Use soaps and creams made
without synthetic chemicals.

7. Dispose of hazardous compounds and
animal waste properly. Everything that
falls on the ground, or flows down a storm
drain, ends up in a local waterway. Identify
sources of contamination and arrange
appropriate clean-ups.

8. Enjoy the natural world! Surf, paddle,
hike, swim, fish, camp, birdwatch, write.
Get outside and have some fun!

Wild Places Near Fernie

The Elk Valley and mountainous terrain
around Fernie offer some incredible
opportunitiesto get outside and experience
spectacular scenery. The diversity of both
plants and animals is as amazing as
anywhere in the world. Check out some of
these places and have a wild summer!

Timber Ridge Trail (4-6 hour hike) This
trail ascends Elephant Head and traverses
Currie Bowl to Polar Peak (elev. 7,010 ft).
Timber Ridge Trail features spectacular
views to the east and west, but requires a
little bit of scrambling and steep descents
on a scree slope. Find the trailhead near
the Lost Boys Café located at the top of
the Timber Chair at Fernie Alpine Resort.

Cedar Trail Old Growth (3-4 hour hike)
This awesome hike can be accessed by
hiking up Gorby trail from Fernie Provincial
Park, or from the top of the Elk Chair (follow
Cedar Trail to the bottom of Cedar Bowl).

Castle Rocks Trail (3-4 hour hike)
This  combination  hiking/biking  trail
can be accessed off the River Road.
Follow the Roots trail to the trail sign for
Hyperextension. Follow this trail to the top
of Castle Rocks.

Lost Boys Lookout (1-2 hour hike) This
hike feature stunning views while it winds
its way through alpine meadows. Don’t
hesitate to stop and smell the diverse
array of alpine wildflowers. Find the
trailhead at the top of Timber Chair and
Lost Boys Café. Follow the Lost Boys
signs to the overlook that look out onto
Lake Koocanusa, Galloway and the Rocky
Mountain Trench.

Remember, heading out in the woods for
a good day of hiking does require a bit of
preparation: Make sure to pack enough
water and food, warm clothes (the weather
can turn chilly in the evening), a first-aid kit,

footwear tough and comfortable enough

to get through the day. Fresh socks are
always a nice thing to have, too! Grab a
map of these hiking trails and more at the
Fernie Chamber of Commerce.

Or, contact any of these fine folk for
directions:

Fernie Nature Club — Bob Livsey
naturebob@telus.net

Fernie Alpine Resort
www.skifernie.com

Fernie Chamber of Commerce
office@ferniechamber.com

Elk Valley Bear Aware
bearaware@elkvalley.net

Rocky Mountain Grizzly Centre
info@grizzlycentre.com

¢) Did you know?

The Pacific dogwood (Cornus
nuttallii) was adopted in 1956 as
British Columbia’s floral emblem.

Keep on Truckin’ Kimberley!
(Just share with friends!)

Residents of Kimberley use their trucks for
all sorts of activities. And no wonder. Trucks
of all sizes have advantages that make life
here in the Kootenays much easier. But
they can be expensive and environmentally
damaging to own and maintain.

The best solution? Share a truck with fellow
Kimberlites. By only using the truck when
it is needed, Wildsight’s truck sharing co-
op is a simple and effective way to haul
that load or get out in the bush while
cutting down the financial and
environmental costs.

Here’s how Wildsight’'s truck sharing
co-op works. Eight-to-ten  members
purchase a truck and share maintenance
and insurance costs. Then, any member
can reserve the truck online for when they
need it and pick it up from a parking spot
in downtown Kimberley. A monthly fee
helps to cover fixed costs and members

pay for the hours and kilometres they use.
(Of course, it takes a bit of planning to
ensure the truck is available.)

Vehicle sharing co-ops have been wildly
successful in a number of Canadian cities
in the past 14 vyears, including cities like
Montreal, Toronto, and Vancouver, and
smaller centres like Nelson and Tofino.

Wildsight’s hope is that the truck sharing
co-operative will grow to include more
members and more vehicles, to make
it easier for people to live in Kimberley
without owning a car. The truck sharing
co-operative is one small step towards a
more sustainable Kimberley.

For information about joining Wildsight's
truck sharing co-op, contact Lars
Sander-Green at the Wildsight Kimberley/
Cranbrook office at 250.427.2535 or email
sralsg@gmail.com.
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Beautiful Lawns and Gardens —
Now Without Pesticides!

For many Kootenay residents, having a
healthy lawn and garden is the jewel in their
summer crown. Often times, people will do
anything to keep their flowers blooming and
their lawns a lustrous green. Many people
don’'t know that cosmetic pesticides used
in gardens and lawns can have very harmful
effects on the environment and health.

Wildsight branches in Invermere and
Golden have teamed up with the Canadian
Cancer Society to help Kootenay residents
understand what having a healthy lawn and
garden truly means. Their ‘Healthy Lawn
and Garden’ fairs and forums will inform
communities about the best ways to go
pesticide-free and to have the naturally
breathtaking gardens and lawns they've
always dreamed of.

To be held at Invermere’s David Thompson
Secondary on April 17th and at Golden’s
Civic Centre on April 18th, the fairs and
forums will feature expert speakers,
helpful hints and unique insight to an aspect
of environmental awareness that often

gets overlooked.

Everyone knows what pesticides are.
Pesticides are substances used to control or
kill weeds, insects, fungi or pests. They can
be over-the-counter products or specialty

chemicals not easily available to the public.
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What’s considered a ‘cosmetic pesticides’?
These are pesticides that are only used for
cosmetic purposes; to enhance the look
of private lawns or gardens, parks, or golf
courses. These pesticides are often referred

to as ‘ornamental’ or ‘non-essential.’

The use of cosmetic pesticides can have
dramatic negative health effects, including
both adult and childhood cancers. Children,
pregnant women, the elderly and pets
are especially at risk. The cosmetic use of
pesticides also negatively impacts wildlife
as well as the environment by entering our
ground and surface waters, affecting the

quality of water.

The movement towards naturally healthy
lawns and gardens across Canada is
nothing new. To date, nearly 140 Canadian
municipalities (including Toronto, Vancouver,
Maple Ridge, Nelson, Cumberland as well as
the entire province of Quebec) have passed
legislation banning or tightly regulating the
use of cosmetic pesticides, resulting in more
than 40% of Canadian citizens now protected

from the harmful effects of pesticides.

For more information, see the ‘Upcoming
Events’ section of this newsletter or visit

www.wildsight.ca.
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Wolverine

Seeing the superhero Wolverine on the screen

orin a comic book is as easy as flipping on the
TV or picking up a book. Spotting one of the
Kootenay’s most legendary residents might
not be so easy.

The largest member of the weasel family, the
real-life wolverine (Gulo gulo) remains hidden
in the most rugged mountainscapes and
mature forests in high elevations. Females

%

retreat to remote high-elevation dens to give birth, and have been shown to

abandon their dens due to human disturbance.

Known by many names (carcajou,

skunk bear, Indian devil and

ommeethatsees), the wolverine has been the inspiration for many areas

and parks. These include the Wolverine Molluntains near Prince George,

L]
Wolverine Peaks in Jasper National Park, and Wolverine Pass in Kootenay

National Park. As well, the West Arm area near Nelson was once known as

the “Land of the Wolverine” by the Ktunaxa First Nations.

The vicious wolverine is well known for its ferocious temper and violent

nature. It’s always on the move,.looking for food, following its nose into every

; nook and cranny. But rather than fruits, veggies or fresh meat, the wolverine

* loves carrion - the decaying flesh of dead animals. Its favourites include

avalanche-killed goats, wolf-killed elk, and coyote-killed deer. You might call

Al

it a scavenger, but just don’t say so to its face!

Mountain Caribou Recovery Still
Faces Hurdles

After three vyears of campaigning,
Wildsight helped to secure protection
for the unique mountain caribou habitat
in the Purcell and Selkirk Mountains and
north to Prince George. In October 2007,
many East Kootenay residents celebrated
the B.C. government’s announcement of
support for the mountain caribou recovery
program. But now, before the celebrations
have had a chance to quieten down,
it seems that the controversial issue is
again making noise.

The provincial government’s fulfillment of
their proposed conservation action plan
has come up against opposition from
some forest industry representatives,
motorized recreationalists and even some
government agencies themselves.

The issues being addressed include:
assuring all necessary habitat is maintained
and reserved from cutting and road building;
appropriate management and enforcement
for all motorized recreation; the controlled
targeting of specific predators scientifically
demonstrated to threaten mountain caribou

recovery; the translocation of animals in
order to return populations to sustainable
levels; assuring the long-term survival of
smaller herds.

Government announcements this spring
will reveal whether they will honour their
commitment toward the implementation
of caribou recovery. While some forest
companies have committed to halt logging
until the plan is finalized, the recovery of
mountain caribou populations remains
a goal that cannot be met simply by
announcements. Environmental  stress
from industrial and recreation severely
impact the inland temperate rainforest —
the home of mountain caribou and a wide
spectrum of wildlife, such as the wolverine
and grizzly bear.

Wildsight will continue to directly engage
the government and industry officials
and press for full implementation of the
recovery plan.

No matter how loud the noise, Wildsight
and its partners will continue to work to
protect wilderness for as long as it takes.
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WE’VE GOT OUR SPACE. THEY NEED THEIRS.
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TLAT“ERD KEEP IT WILD. KEEP IT CONNECTED.
WILD Visit our website at: Www.flathead.ca

Visit us at: www.wildsight.ca



