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Heading back to school
in the great outdoors

KIDS LOVE EDUCATION IN
THE WILD—AND SO DO
THEIR PARENTS!

Wildsight is known for its school-
based ecology programs. Every vyear,
thousands of kids get to see firsthand
how ecosystems—and environmental

stewardship—works.

EDUCATION IN THE WILD
FOR KIDS

Wildsight’s Education in the Wild has a
simple but profound purpose: to increase
ecological literacy. We've run outstanding
and successful programs for eight years.
These three age-appropriate, curriculum-
based field trip programs have reached
30,000 students and 1,050 teachers in
elementary and high schools throughout
the Columbia Basin. Call your branch or visit
www.wildsight.ca/programs/
education.

TIMETABLE—WHEN WILL
YOUR CHILD GET TO GO?

Winter Wonder,
Grade 3: Runs in January and February,

Kindergarten to

2009. Gentle ecology field trips introduce
primary students to the natural wonders
in their own neighbourhoods. They learn
about winter ecology and the importance
of winter to animals and plants.

Classroom with Outdoors, Grades 4 to
7: Runs in May and June, 2009. Fun full-
day field trips for intermediate students let
them experience wetland, grassland and/
or forest ecosystems firsthand. They learn
what makes a healthy ecosystem. They can
access fun supplemental educational
material on-line.

Go Wild, Grades 9 to 11: Runs in
September, 2008 and May and June,
2009. Five-day, life-changing journeys
into the wilderness for secondary school
students. They develop familiarity with
local natural and human history; hone
their wilderness and leadership skills; and
learn about local stewardship issues. This
fall, Grade 9 and 10 students from Golden
Secondary School in Golden and Fernie
Academy in Fernie will be heading out with
Go Wild into adjacent backcountry areas.

MORE SCHOOL AND
COMMUNITY PROGRAMS

Education for Sustainable Living:
A series that links school programs
with stewardship activities. This creates
programs that reconnect young partici-
pants with nature in the Columbia Basin.

Rocky Mountain Education Series:
Three programs for students that challenge
them to propose solutions to some of
today’s biggest challenges.

Eco Entrepreneurs: Students develop
an eco-business: they make and sell a
product in the community and donate
some of the profits to a local non-profit.

Beyond Recycling: Students explore
waste reduction, sustainability and climate
change through an interactive, year-long
program. Now in Fernie and Jaffray — but
expanding this fall.

Zero-Waste: Students learn about
waste reduction, energy efficiency
and environmental initiatives at Fernie
Secondary School.

EDUCATION FOR
EVERYONE—FUN AND
INTERACTIVE

Wildsight has opportunities for everyone
to do some learning for a better tomorrow.

There are many opportunities around
the region. Here's an
Choose your interest from the heading
and pick your program! Contact informa-
tion is one page 8.

overview.

Water stewardship: Lake Windermere
Project; Mark Creek Recovery Program;
Stream Keepers.

Clean air and climate change:
Anti-idling campaign; air quality monitor-
ing; air pollution awareness and education;
wood stove exchange; truck and car share
program,; rideshare program.

Bear Aware: Learn how to be part of a
Bear Aware community.

Pesticide-free = campaigns: Learn
how to eliminate pesticides from your
lawns, gardens, recreational areas and
communities.

Invasive Species projects: Help to
reduce the spreading of invasive plants
that compete with native plants. @

Bears don’t need your “charity”

THEY’RE RAVENOUS IN THE
FALL—IS YOUR YARD THEIR
NEXT DINNER PLATE?

A bad summer for berry crops means
more in-town bear activity this fall. But
before you leave apples from your tree
on the ground as a “favour” to the hungry
bears, remember: they don’t need your
charity. Even if wild food conditions are
poor, bears are expert foragers and can
rustle up all their calories from the forest.

What they DO need from you is less
temptation. Bears that rely on the “town
buffet” of garbage and rotting fruit can
become malnourished. And hungry bears
can turn aggressive to people they see as
nuisances in “their” dining areas.

Fall is the season of the most bear/
humans conflicts. Bears are ravenous
between late-August and mid-October,
trying to pack on the pounds before
hibernation. So this fall, why not make an
extra effort to put your bear temptations
under wraps?

First, DO NOT underestimate a bear’s
sense of smell, which is 2,000 times
better than yours. You can’t hide edible
material from bears in non-bear resistant
enclosures or containers. With that rule
in mind, here are tricks of the trade to
keep your yard from becoming a bear’s
favourite dinner plate.

Bear Grass
Xerophyllum tenax

AUTUMN CHECKLIST:
THE BEAR NECESSITIES

ODOROUS GARBAGE?

Keep garbage in the cooler areas of your
basement until the morning of garbage day.
No basement? Then dispose of garbage
at your local transfer station frequently.
Or get serious and buy a personal bear
resistant container for waste storage. Make

sure it’s approved as bear resistant.

LOVE BIRDS?

Bears LOVE bird seed and suet—yum!
Take down bird feeders from April to
November. Get your bird fix by installing a
bird bath instead.

DEVOTED TO COMPOSTING?

Frequently aerate outdoor composts with a
good tool. Use a pitchfork or a Wingdigger
(available from Kimberley Bear Aware—
call the number below.) Or you may wish to

try indoor worm composting.

ENJOY HITTING THE TRAILS?

Take a friend and have a high-volume
conversation to warn bears that humans
are coming through. Bear bells aren’'t as
effective as your voice because their sound

doesn’t carry as far.

Questions? Contact Robert Newell of
Kimberley Bear Aware: 250.432.9222
or bearaware@wildsight.ca '§

| WILD THINGS
| WILD PLACES

This member of the lily family—the only
evergreen lily in our region—would impress
Dr. Seuss himself.

An explosion of strand-like, tough and
glossy leaves bursts from the ground,
forming a slippery clump that lasts many
years. Once every five to ten years, an off-

shoot plant rises up to 1.5 metres to form a white, fuzzy blossom.

Abundant in high elevations in the East Kootenay, this poisonous plant can

make a bizarre display across hillsides—a real treat for the eyes. Valued

as basket material, bear grass was a trading commodity of the Ktunaxa

First Nations.
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Conservation purchase is
good news for mountain caribou

RECORD LAND BUY CRUCIAL
FOR HERD SURVIVAL

This summer, the Nature Conservancy of
Canada (NCC) announced a commitment
to purchase and conserve 550 square kilo-
metres of biologically-rich land in the south
Selkirk Mountains of British Columbia.
The acquisition of the Darkwoods forest
represents the largest single private con-
servation project ever done by a Canadian
non-profit organization.

“Wildsight applauds the Darkwoods
purchase,” said  John Bergenske,
Wildsight’s Executive Director. “Wildsight
has been working to protect habitat for
mountain caribou for over a decade, and
we are very, very pleased that the federal
government of Canada and the NCC
have co-operated to make this important
purchase for the wild. The acquisition
is critical to recovery of the international
transboundary herd west of Creston.”

The $125-million project bought the 55,000

hectares and set up endowment funds to
ensure the Darkwoods landscape will be
cared for into the future.

The Darkwoods forest is between Nelson,

Salmo and Creston in the Selkirk Moun-

tains. It connects a number of protected
lands and wilderness management areas
covering more than 100,000 hectares.
This means wide-ranging animals such
as the endangered mountain caribou and
grizzly bear can roam freely. @

The mountain caribou is a variety of
woodland caribou that has adapted
to the special conditions of B.C.s
wet, mountainous forests. It only
lives in the mountains of southeast
B.C. and parts of Washington, Idaho
and Montana—making it globally
significant. Biologists consider it one
of the most endangered mammals in
North America.

Hoodoos in the Upper Columbia Valley. A local conservation fund would help protect unique landscape
features in perpetuity. PHOTO: Nigel Finney, Nature Conservancy of Canada.

An opportunity for leadership

HOW WILL YOU VOTE ON THE
UPPER COLUMBIA VALLEY
CONSERVATION FUND?

“Are you willing to pay $20 per parcel of
property tax to establish a dedicated
local conservation fund?” For residents
of the Upper Columbia Valley, the local
election on November 15 will include this
referendum question. If the resultis positive,
the Regional District of East Kootenay
(RDEK) will be able to glean more than
$230,000 per year from property taxes to
devote solely to conserving high-priority
landscapes in the Upper Columbia Valley.

“This is a small investment with a big
payoff,” said Nancy Newhouse, manager of
the East Kootenay Conservation Program
(EKCP). “Many places in the world have
already lost their ecological treasures. This
local fund would leverage investment from
other sources to complete conservation
projects that are high priority to local
residents.”

The East Kootenay Conservation Program
(EKCP) is a partnership of over forty
organizations dedicated to conserving
natural areas. For more info, visit
www.ekcp.ca/whatsnew. g

Endangered mountain caribou—
finally out of the woods?

GOVERNMENT ACTION
SLATED FOR THIS FALL

Mountain caribou are one of the most
endangered species in the world. Wildsight
and partners in the mountain caribou
project are working for their recovery in
the inland temperate rainforest—their only
habitat worldwide. Scientific authorities
on mountain caribou say two things are
essential: more protection of old growth
forest and better restrictions on motorized
access in winter habitat.

Last October the B.C. government
announced its commitment to protect
more than two million hectares for caribou
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Kristin Polier,
Cranbrook B.C.

recovery. This was followed by months
of mapping and discussion with caribou
biologists and the forest industry. The
government promised that protection from
logging and motorized recreation would
be enacted before the end of this year.

Wildsight is working with government and
industry to make sure the recovery plan
follows science—and is implemented.
Our aim is to protect the best remaining
caribou habitat from logging, motorized
recreation and energy and mining
development. To learn more about our
region’s amazing mountain caribou, and
lend your support to their recovery, visit
www.mountaincaribou.ca. g

She grew up in Cranbrook, but it wasn’t
until she began dating her husband-to-
be that Kristin Polier discovered the wild
spaces in her own backyard.

“My husband also grew up here,” Polier says.
“He and his family introduced me to hiking.
Now we love to backpack into places and

camp overnight—and in the winter, we go

snowboarding at Kimberley and Fernie.”

Polier works as an administrative assistant in Cranbrook. She cherishes

weekends when she can escape up Fisher Peak or to Lakit Lookout in

the Rockies, but her favourite spot of all is Dewar Creek hot springs,

in the Purcells.

“We try to go when there aren’t so many people around,” she says. “I love

finding secluded spots.”

What keeps her visiting the region’s wild spaces?

" “The beauty,” she says. “Every, time | go out there, I'm simply in awe of

“  the beauty.”

Visit us at: www.wildsight.ca
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TOP LEFT: Members of the public enjoyed the CSA grain tour this summer. TOP RIGHT: Christine Munkerud
is greenhouse co-ordinator at Creston’s College of the Rockies. BOTTOM LEFT: Building a model watershed
with Kootenay River Network at Golden’s Rivers Day Celebration. BOTTOM RIGHT: More than 300 people
turned out on April 13 to protest BP’s proposed CBM development. They marched down Fernie’s main street,
chanting “Tell the government of BC, we are coalbed methane free!”

Branch Directory

Creston Valley
Tanna Patterson

Box 837

Creston, BC, VOB 1G0
250.428.5246
ecobaseball@shaw.ca

Elk Valley

Dan Sliva

4040 Hill Road RR 4
Fernie, BC, VOB 1M4
250.423.6952
weepingwill@shaw.ca

Golden

Joan Dolinsky

Box 1946, Golden, BC, VOA 1HO
250.348.2578
jdolinsky@uniserve.com

Invermere

Gerry Wilkie

Box 2741, Invermere, BC, VOA 1KO
250.347.9841
gdwilkie@cyberlink.bc.ca

Kimberley/Cranbrook
Helen Sander

2 — 495 Wallinger Avenue
Kimberley, BC, V1A 126
250.427.2535
kimcran@wildsight.ca

wildsight

2 — 495 Wallinger Avenue
Kimberley, BC, V1A 1Z6
Telephone: 250.427.9325
Facsimile 250.427.3535
Email: office@wildsight.ca
Website: www.wildsight.ca
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Visit us at: www.wildsight.ca

Branch Reports

CRESTON VALLEY BRANCH

Still blue—and green—after 20 years

Remember the Blue Bag? Over 20 years
ago Christine and Terje Munkerud of
Lister began the Blue Bag business in
their basement. Christine designed the
indestructible, re-useable shopping bags.
She made them blue to mirror the fledgling
Blue Box recycling program. She hired
local seamstresses to produce the bags,
which were sold in Canada, the U.S,,
England and Norway.

Still environmentally keen, Christine is now
the greenhouse co-coordinator at the
College of the Rockies Creston campus.
Currently she manages community
programs to grow food locally. One such
program allows the public to purchase
shelf space to grow their own greens or
flowers. The college sends 10 per cent of
the produce to the local food bank.

One of her latest efforts is helping the
Erickson School’'s Grade 6 class “Growing
Their Own Lunch” initiative. Once a week,
students work in the greenhouse preparing
beds, planting seeds, tending produce and
then eating the fruits of their labour.

Wildsight would like to thank Christine
for her concern and hard work for the
environment and for local food production
over the years. For more information,
contact the Creston campus of the College
of the Rockies at 250-428-5332.

Down with the farm

Nothing like a farm tour to reconnect you
to your food source. On July 13, about
85 people met at Creston’s College of the
Rockies campus to embark on the first
ever Grain CSA (Community Supported
Agriculture) Farm Tour. In the morning,
the Huscrofts and Lawrences guided
groups through the grain fields, where

CSA shareholders were able to “see their
bread growing.” After a hearty, almost
entirely-local lunch, the group visited the
dairy farm of the Harris family. Thanks to
everyone involved for making the farm tour
a success. Visit crestonfarmfresh.ca for
more information about the Creston Valley

Food Action Coalition.

INVERMERE BRANCH

Planning for change: More happens
when you co-operate

Wildsight’s Invermere branch has been
working with the District of Invermere on
incorporating a number of environmental
policies into the District’s bylaws and
planning initiatives, including: restricting
cosmetic  pesticide use, eliminating
vehicular idling, improving air quality and
wood heating emissions, bear aware
education, responsible outdoor lighting,
the preservation of green spaces and
the ongoing goal of the best possible
management for sustaining the bio-

physical health of Lake Windermere.

We organized two successful Rivers at
Risk and Take Back the Power forums in
Invermere in May and members should
watch for the open house on the Glacier/
Howser power proposal expected in

Invermere in the near future.

GOLDEN BRANCH

Lots going on in Golden

On June 8, Wildsight’s Golden branch
and Columbia River Safaris teamed up to
organize the Rivers Day Celebration. Nearly
500 people participatedin thisevent toraise
awareness about watershed stewardship.
Highlights of the event included live music
by John Jenkins and Swerving Gently,
watershed demonstrations with Laura and
Jim Duncan of the Kootenay Watershed
Network, a barbeque featuring veggie and
organic buffalo burgers with the Golden
Rotary Club, mini-catamaran tours on the
Columbia River, ceramic crafts with Lee
Bedford and bug watching and guided
walks to Confluence Park with Wildsight.

Happening this fall in Golden

We have lots of opportunities for people to
come out and work on important and fun
environmental projects. More work needs
to be done for the local Pesticide-free and
Independent Power Proposal campaigns.
After the summer break regular bi-monthly
meetings of Wildsight Golden Branch will
resume. Contact us at the Golden branch
for dates and times. Call 250-348-2578.
Come out and help shape the future of the

environmental movement in Golden.

Right now we'’re working on an electronic
monthly newsletter for the branch, so keep
your eyes on your Inboxes. As well, we will
be resuming Kokanee salmon-watching
school trips. We are excited about our fall
anti-idling campaign and river monitoring

projects on the Kicking Horse River.

Coming Events

KIMBERLEY/CRANBROOK

Oct. 2 — Bruce Cockburn for Jumbo Wild
See Bruce in the intimate Wildhorse
Theatre at Fort Steele, and support the
Jumbo Wild campaign. Call Wildsight at
250-427-9325 to reserve tickets.

Oct. 10-11 — 2nd Annual Kootenay
Dirtbag Film and Photo Fest
Yeah! Kootenay pride! Don’t know what a
“dirtbag”is? Gotowww.dirtbagfest.com.
Enjoy Thanksgiving weekend at McKim
Theatre in Kimberley. Photos on Friday;
films on Saturday. Doors open at 6:00 pm;
show starts 7:00 pm. Beer and wine on
sale. Tickets are $13/night ($15 at the Door)
or $25 for the Weekend Pass. Available
at Black Bear Books & Video (Kimberley)
FunHogz and Gerricks (Cranbrook). Don't
live in the Kimberley/Cranbrook area?
To get your tickets, phone 250-427-2535
or e-mail kimcran@wildsight.ca.

Oct. 23 - 26 — Fair Change: Fair Trade
and Climate Change in the Kootenays
Wildsight Kimberley-Cranbrook is pleased
to be partnering with the College of the
Rockies and other local organizations to
put on a regional conference exploring
local solutions to global challenges. At the
Cranbrook Campus of COTR. Find more

info at www.cotr.bc.ca/fairchange.

FERNIE

Sept. 20 — Organic Gardening llI
workshop Seed saving, composting,
preparing your garden for winter and
techniques to extend the season. From
1pm to 4pm at College of the Rockies
Fernie Campus and the Community Eco
Garden ¢ Cost $20  Register at the COTR
Fernie Campus. For more information, visit

www.ecogarden.ca.

Oct. 18— Cycles of Food workshop
Seasonal eating, winter nutrition, growing
sprouts and herbs all year round. From
1pm to 4pm at College of the Rockies
Fernie Campus and the Community Eco
Garden o Cost $20 ¢ Register at the COTR
Fernie Campus. For more information, visit

www.ecogarden.ca.

GOLDEN

After the summer break, regular bi-monthly
meetings of Wildsight Golden Branch will
resume. Contact us at the Golden branch
for dates and times. Call 250-348-2578.
Come out and help shape the future of the

environmental movement in Golden.

CRESTON

Sept. 30 — B.C. Citizens for Public Power
meet at 7:00 pm at the Rotacrest Hall.
INVERMERE

Members should watch for the open house
on the Glacier/Howser power proposal

expected in Invermere in the near future.



