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Wildsight works
locally, regionally and
globally to protect
biodiversity and
encourage sustainable
communities in
Canada’s Columbia
and Southern Rocky
Mountain region. This
area is internationally
recognized as
a keystone to
conservation in western

North America.
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NIEDERNMAYER SAYS NO TO JUMBO

Scott Niedermayer takes off gloves, says “no” to proposed Jumbo Resort. Niedermayer, the NHL's most valuable player and multiple
Stanley Cup champion, has declared his support to protect a wilderness in BC’s Purcell Mountains threatened by a proposed 4-season ski
resort in the Jumbo Creek area near Invermere. “Wilderness and wildlife values are disappearing. Wilderness is one of British Columbia’s
greatest assets, and we need to work to keep it that way,” says Niedermayer. For more information, visit www.JumboWild.com

(See proposed resort story on page 5 )

GREAT NEWS FOR
MOUNTAIN CARIBOU!

BC commits to legislate protection of
2.2 million hectares for world’s only
mountain caribou.

VICTORIA, BC - A coalition of ten lead-
groups celebrated
a major milestone in their campaign to

ing environmental

protect mountain caribou habitat in the
globally unique Inland Temperate Rain-
forest. Today’s long awaited recovery im-
plementation plan commits the BC gov-
ernment to protecting, by spring 2008,
over 2.2 million hectares of old-growth
cedar, pine and spruce forests, an area
more than 2/3 the size of Vancouver Is-
land and twice the size of Jamaica. This
will include new protections amounting
to over 380,000 hectares, larger than
the entirety of Clayoquot Sound, and up-
graded protection for over hundreds of
thousands more. The plan also commits
government to developing more envi-
ronmentally friendly forest management
approaches in surrounding forest habitat.

"These new commitments are critical for
the survival of one of North America’s
most endangered mammals, and have
raised the bar for future forest protection
across Canada,” said Wildsight’'s John
Bergenske. “Today’s announcement is
a victory for the thousands of citizens
from BC and beyond who made their
voices heard about the critical role
old growth forests play in endangered

species protection and climate change
mitigation.”

Mountain caribou, represented on the
Canadian quarter since 1937, are an
ecotype of the woodland caribou that
are found across Canada and parts of
Alaska. Mountain caribou live in old-
growth forests in steep mountain ranges
where they rely on tree lichens for winter
food. Mountain caribou numbers have
plummeted from about 2,500 animals
in 1997 to 1,900 today, largely due to
logging, road building and flooding from
dams. Today’s announcement commits
the BC government to restore their
numbers to at least 2,500 animals.

Over the past three years of the campaign,

which included targeted advertising,

public service announcements and

community outreach, messages were

sent to government

by celebrities,
16,000
members of the general public, all in a bid

business leaders and over
to protect the mountain caribou habitat
identified by the government’s own
science team.

“Threeyearsago, theimportance of habitat

protection wasn’t fully appreciated,”
said Candace Batycki of ForestEthics.
“Predator control was touted as the
silver bullet for saving caribou. But today,
habitat protection is recognized as the
major focus of caribou recovery, and any
intended predator control will be subject
to stringent criteria to be developed by
the Ministry of Environment. It’s a big win
for the wildlife and people of British
Columbia, and indeed for the

global community.”

—Continued on page 7
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