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Wildsight works 

locally, regionally and 

globally to protect 

biodiversity and 

encourage sustainable 

communities in 

Canada’s Columbia 

and Southern Rocky 

Mountain region. This 

area is internationally 

recognized as 

a keystone to 

conservation in western 

North America.
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WHO: Julie-Anne Davies  
WILD SPACE: Lois Creek in 
Kimberley 

For many Kimberley residents, Lois Creek 

and the 20 km of trails winding through 

the forest are a close-to-home retreat. 

One resident, Julie-Anne Davies, explains 

how Lois Creek has shaped her life and 

continues to the next generation. 

“As a child, our family outings into these small woods were ‘expeditions’ 

into a magical, untamed frontier,” Julie-Anne explains. “I’ve had the 

good fortune to work and play in some incredible ‘wild spaces’, but I 

have to say that nothing is more central to my understanding and love 

for wild places as the Lois Creek woods out my back door.”

Time, perspective and logging have all changed these woods, but 

somehow the magic is still there - in the buttercups, the lady slippers, 

the momma bear and her cubs, the carpet of larch needles in the fall, 

the silence made from the falling snow, the smell of balsam, and the way 

the creek changes sound when running under ice in the winter or rising 

in the spring. For Julie-Anne today, the magic is the look in her child’s 

eyes every time she says “let’s go take a walk in the woods”.

This relatively insignificant little pocket of green space called Lois Creek 

has shaped the life’s of many Kimberley ‘kids’. Local green spaces are 

important for every community, its children and the child within us all.

SPEAK OUT!
Go wild! Say something. 

www.wildsight.ca

Creston Valley 
Tanna Patterson  
Box 837 
Creston, BC, V0B 1G0  
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Did you know?
That cigarette butts are the 

world’s greatest environmental 

litter problem? It is estimated that 

one in three cigarettes end up 

as litter, and once tossed aside, 

they can leach chemicals such as 

cadmium, lead and arsenic into 

our environment within an hour 

of contact with water. Last year 

alone, cleanup efforts removed 

over 214,000 cigarette butts from 

Canadian shorelines. 

Did you know?
The 100 Mile Diet is about 

changing the way we live; 

opting for the benefits to 

health, community and the 

environment by eating locally 

produced food. Find out more at 

www.100milediet.org

When Denise and Wayne Harris bought 

Mountain Valley Dairy in 1995, it had 

been a successful conventional dairy 

since the 70’s. In 1998, they switched 

to the management intensive practice 

of rotational grazing 6 months of the  

year on irrigated pastures and made 

habitat improvements to protect wildlife 

on the farm. 

In 2004, the Harris’ made the substantial 

commitment to organic farming and are 

currently in the  3rd year of their transition 

to organic certification. The farm will be 

fully certified organic in June 2008. 

Their most recent project involves the 

creation of a classic fromagerie. The 

signature cheese is ‘Alpindon’. Without 

pasteurization or chemicals, the milk 

passes directly to vats producing a 

naturally fortified cheese. Modeled after 

the famed French cheese, ‘Beaufort 

d’Alpage’, this cheese is made exclusively 

from Mountain Valley raw milk while the 

cows feed freely in the pastures from 

May until October. The sweet, subtle 

flavours of the pasture grass and clovers 

will enhance this flavourful, complex, old 

world artisan cheese. 

The aging process or ‘affinage’ is an art 

equal to the initial cheese making.  

The dairy’s aging caves remain at the 

temperature of underground mountain 

water and daily hand rubbing with the  

traditional culture during the 5-month  

aging contributes substantially to the 

complexity and flavour of the finished 

cheese.

Mountain Valley Dairy will release their first 

batch of organic cheese next summer, an 

excellent healthy dairy choice and great 

for those following the 100-mile diet.

Creston’s new 
fromagerie!

Eat local. Buy local. Live local. What’s with 

all the loco local?

Two worldwide issues are changing 

the way we think about how we live: oil 

shortages, and global warming.

Global oil production appears to be 

peaking, after which there will be a steady 

decline in global oil production.

Many forecasts for the timing of ‘peak 

oil’ range from the immediate until 

around 2030. Currently one barrel of oil 

is being discovered for every five or six 

extracted. According to Chevron Texaco, 

33 of the 48 significant oil-producing 

Local loco? Close to home, close to heart.
nations worldwide are now experiencing  

declining production.

As well, current climate change predictions 

for the East Kootenays suggest a 1.1°C to 

1.3°C temperature change by the 2020s, 

which comes on the heels of a 1.5°C 

increase over the last century. Aside 

from higher temperatures, the Columbia 

Basin communities can expect to see this 

warming trend impact the water supply, 

local plant and animal species, agriculture, 

transportation, public health and more.

Happily, there are some simple ways to deal 

these global issues on a local level. One 

organization, The Post Carbon Institute, 

devised the idea of “relocalization” in 2003 

as a strategy to build societies based on 

the local production of food, energy and 

goods, and the local development of 

currency, governance and culture. 

According to the Post Carbon Institute, 

relocalization increases community ener-

gy security, strengthens local economies, 

and dramatically improves environmental 

conditions and social equity, while recog-

nizing that “dependence on cheap non-

renewable fossil fuel energy contributed 

to climate change, the erosion of commu-

nity, wars for oil-rich land and the instabil-

ity of the global economic system.”

Undertaking relocalization efforts now will 

significantly mitigate the effects of  peak oil 

and declining energy supplies/increasing 

costs of fossil fuels in the future. The 

program greatly reduces emissions of 

greenhouse gases by reducing reliance 

on fossil fuels. The 100 Mile Diet is an 

excellent example of a relocalization 

intiative. 

Over 165 autonomous relocalization 

groups can be found across the US and 

Canada, including Advocates for Local 

Living in Fernie, BC which got its start in 

2004, and has worked with Wildsight-Elk 

Valley on various projects. 

Similar relocalization groups are now 

established in Salmon Arm, Kalispell, 

Calgary, Red Deer, Ponoka and Lacombe. 

Nelson and Kimberley are not far behind.

For more examples and information on 

relocalization visit www.allfernie.com

NIEdermayer says no to jumbo

VICTORIA, BC - A coalition of ten lead-

ing environmental groups celebrated 

a major milestone in their campaign to 

protect mountain caribou habitat in the 

globally unique Inland Temperate Rain-

forest. Today’s long awaited recovery im-

plementation plan commits the BC gov-

ernment to protecting, by spring 2008, 

over 2.2 million hectares of old-growth 

cedar, pine and spruce forests, an area 

more than 2/3 the size of Vancouver Is-

land and twice the size of Jamaica. This 

will include new protections amounting 

to over 380,000 hectares, larger than  

the entirety of Clayoquot Sound, and up-

graded protection for over hundreds of 

thousands more. The plan also commits 

government to developing more envi-

ronmentally friendly forest management  

approaches in surrounding forest habitat.

”These new commitments are critical for 

the survival of one of North America’s 

most endangered mammals, and have 

raised the bar for future forest protection 

across Canada,” said Wildsight’s John 

Bergenske. “Today’s announcement is 

a victory for the thousands of citizens 

from BC and beyond who made their 

voices heard about the critical role 

old growth forests play in endangered 

great news for 
mountain caribou!

species protection and climate change 

mitigation.”

Mountain caribou, represented on the 

Canadian quarter since 1937, are an 

ecotype of the woodland caribou that 

are found across Canada and parts of 

Alaska. Mountain caribou live in old-

growth forests in steep mountain ranges 

where they rely on tree lichens for winter 

food. Mountain caribou numbers have 

plummeted from about 2,500 animals 

in 1997 to 1,900 today, largely due to  

logging, road building and flooding from 

dams. Today’s announcement commits 

the BC government to restore their 

numbers to at least 2,500 animals. 

Over the past three years of the campaign, 

which included targeted advertising, 

public service announcements and 

community outreach, messages were  

BC commits to legislate protection of 
2.2 million hectares for world’s only
mountain caribou.

sent to government by celebrities,  

business leaders and over 16,000 

members of the general public, all in a bid 

to protect the mountain caribou habitat 

identified by the government’s own 

science team. 

“Three years ago, the importance of habitat 

protection wasn’t fully appreciated,” 

said Candace Batycki of ForestEthics. 

“Predator control was touted as the 

silver bullet for saving caribou. But today, 

habitat protection is recognized as the 

major focus of caribou recovery, and any 

intended predator control will be subject 

to stringent criteria to be developed by 

the Ministry of Environment. It’s a big win  

for the wildlife and people of British 

Columbia, and indeed for the  

global community.” 

—Continued on page 7

Scott Niedermayer takes off gloves, says “no” to proposed Jumbo Resort. Niedermayer, the NHL’s most valuable player and multiple 
Stanley Cup champion, has declared his support to protect a wilderness in BC’s Purcell Mountains threatened by a proposed 4-season ski 
resort in the Jumbo Creek area near Invermere. “Wilderness and wildlife values are disappearing. Wilderness is one of British Columbia’s 
greatest assets, and we need to work to keep it that way,” says Niedermayer. For more information, visit www.JumboWild.com   
(See proposed resort story on page 5 ) 
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