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Adapting Winter Wonder to a warmer winter

Biggest year ever for classes, warmest year for weather

Columbia Basin, B.C. — Teaching the importance of winter adaptation is one of the goals
of Wildsight's Winter Wonder program. Of all the Wildsight education programs, Winter
Wonder reaches the youngest students, taking Kindergarten to Grade 3 classes on learning
adventures in the outdoors around their schools.

This year, it’s been a bit of a challenge for educators, as group after group of kids have been
heading out in sunny, near-snowless days to seek the signs of winter.

“Although it has been rather ‘un-winter-like’ in recent weeks, Winter Wonder is still going
strong,” said Monica Nissen, Wildsight's Education in the Wild program manager.

“The weather isn’t the snowiest, but nevertheless, we’re able to host exciting field trip
adventures and lessons in winter ecology for these students.”

Wildsight delivers Winter Wonder programs to primary students throughout the Columbia
Basin. The environmental education program provides winter ecology lessons and engages
children in hands-on, experiential activities.

“The response to Winter Wonder programs this year has been amazing,” Nissen said.
“We've far exceeded our original target number of classes requesting field trips: from 75 to
101. We still have two weeks of field trips to do all around the Basin.”

Nissen said that teachers and students love getting outdoors. “It’s all about experiencing
outside in winter through the lenses of ecological literacy,” she said. “We once again
gratefully acknowledge Columbia basin Trust for supporting this program. Snow or shine,
there is something valuable for students to learn.”

NOTE: Reporters are welcome to visit Winter Wonder field trips; please call Laurel Ralston,
Wildsight Outreach Coordinator, to schedule a time: 250.427.9325. Images of students on
this year’s Winter Wonder field trips are also available for publication.
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Wildsight works locally, regionally and globally to protect biodiversity and encourage
sustainable communities in Canada's Columbia and southern Rocky Mountain region. This
area is internationally recognized as a keystone to conservation in western North America.
For more information, please visit www.wildsight.ca.
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