


to treat infestations in the wetlands in the
appropriate manner—without pesticides.

Initially, the inventory work will focus on
terrestrial (land-based) plants. Gradually, the
focus will shift to identifying any aggressive
aquatic invaders that might be present in the
wetlands, such as Purple Loosestrife.

MAPPING AND TREATMENT: Wildsight is
working closely with the Regional District

of East Kootenay, the Columbia Shuswap
Regional District, Friends of the Columbia
Wetlands and the East Kootenay Invasive Plant
Committee on this initiative. Together, these
partners have done inventory work and are
contributing to a province-wide map database.
Wildsight has also held community weed

pulls in Golden and Invermere. Volunteers

are welcome to take part in future weed pulls
that take place during the summer’s flowering
season—which will be announced through the
local media.

BOAT WASHING STATIONS: The growing
popularity of boating between waterways in
the Columbia Wetlands poses a great risk for
the spread of Purple Loosestrife, Eurasian
Milfoil and other aquatic invaders. Wildsight
is researching the feasibility of boat washing
stations at launches on Lake Windermere to
help combat this problem.

PUBLIC EDUCATION: Wetland users need to
learn how to avoid spreading noxious weeds.
The CWIPSP is working to educate residents
and visitors about invasive plants—how to
recognize them, how to report them and

how to avoid introducing them to new areas.
Brochures and information are available—
contact Wildsight at 250-344-4961. Remember
to call this number if you see any invasive plant
species in the Columbia Wetlands. You can
also visit www.wildsight.ca/ADDRESS_TO_
GO_HERE to report a sighting.

Why bother?

Right now, the Columbia Wetlands are only
moderately affected by invasive plant species.
But this can change over the course of just a
few years. By doing inventory work now, and
by addressing infestations before the problem
gets “out of hand”, Wildsight is helping ensure
that the Columbia Wetlands don’t fall prey

to the scourge of invasive plant species—a
known and deadly threat to wetland
ecosystems in North America.

o

The Columbia Wetlands are crucial to
maintaining water quality for millions of people
in British Columbia and the Pacific Northwest.
They support an incredible diversity of wildlife,
including unique birds such as tundra swans,
great blue herons and short-eared owls. They
are among the last intact wetlands in all of
North America and in all the world. Wildsight
is glad to help protect this natural legacy with
the Columbia Wetlands Invasive Plant Species
Project.

Project supporters include:

The McLean Foundation, Columbia Basin
Trust, Unilever Canada Foundation, Columbia
Kootenay Fisheries Renewal Partnership and
the Columbia Shuswap Regional District.

In-kind contributors include: Friends of
the Columbia Wetlands, the Regional
District of East Kootenay, the Columbia
Shuswap Regional District and the Lake
Windermere Project.

Contact Wildsight for information, to report a

weed sighting and to join with other volunteers.

www.wildsight.ca/contact
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