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By ANNALEE GRAN'

Columbia  River -
Revelstoke  MLA Norm
Macdonald is disappointed
with the RDEK’s decision
to pass the Jumbo Glacier
decision making power to
the provincial government.

Macdonald alleges “back-
room dealings” in the
RDEK's motion to pass the
decision to the province on
whether to designate the
Jumbo Glacier a Resort
Municipality.

“Clearly there was a lot
of backwards dealing that
went on before,” he said.

MLA for Kootenay East
and Minister for Rural and
Community Development
Bill Bennett said that
Macdonald is just upset the
vote didn’t go his way.

“I think that is typical of
Norm Macdonald,” said
Bennett. “He’s being hypo-
critical.”

Bennett says that the pro-
vincial government for the
past 20 years have support-

ed the proposed Jumbo
Resort, including
MacDonald’s NDP when
they were in power.,

While Macdonald says
his constituents are strong-
ly opposed to the resort,
Bennett says his are either
neutral or mostly for it.

“The people that I repre-
sent that are most impacted
by this decision are against
it,” said Macdonald.

“We need the investment,
we need the jobs,” said
Bennett. He says that in
most applications for any
type of development, an
environmental assessment
gives the development the
go ahead, which is some-
thing that Jumbo Glacier
Resorts Ttd. achieved in
2004 but still the project has
not moved forward.

“This will be the greenest
ski resort in the world if it
proceeds,” said Bennett,

Macdonald says the
directors who voted in
favour did not help them-

selves,

“None of the members
that voted in favour really
made an argument that
was sensible,” Macdonald
said.

“This is a very poorly
thought through piece of
legislation,” said
Macdonald.

Bennett says the directors
who voted in favour were
acting in the best interests
of their voters.

Macdonald was disap-
Ppointed that the motion
passed, and felt that the
board failed to do its job.

“It’s very clear what their
job is,” said Macdonald.
“They simply have not
done the job they’re sup-

posed to.”
On. the other hand,
Macdonald commended

those directors that did
their homework on the
issue, especially Director
Gerry Taft from the District
of Invermere who spoke at
length about many issues
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Bonney says that the fact that one page
on their website still lists Kimberley as
the third worst in the province is “an

oversight”

He says they will correct the Ppage, by
adding a note. He says if you read the full
report, there is an asterisk, beside any

mention of Kimberley.

And there is. It says “Six BC municipali-
ties levy an additional flat property tax on

River and Trail. The flat tax is not includ-
ed in the numbers contained in the report.
However, Appendix 4 contains additional

information about flat taxes as well as

revised numbers estimating the impact of
the flat tax on the property tax gap.”
Bonney says when a new report is pub-

lished, the flat tax will be included, how-

residential properties: Dawson Creek,

ever that report will likely not be released.
until next spring.

that had not been brought
up in the course of the two
hour meeting.

Macdonald feels that
the local people have
been robbed of their
future input. “It really
was a disgrace,” he said.
He also says that the
motion was put out with
very limited notice in the
middle of the summer.

“20 - years of public
input is more than
enough,” said Bennett,
responding to the concern
that local input will be no
longer heard on the issue.
He says it is unusual for a
development to hear as
much on an issue from
local people as the Jumbo
issue has.

Bennett wanted to clear
up that the passing of the
decision making does not
mean the project is an
automatic go, despite the
fact that the government
has always had the legal
authority to make the
final decision.

“I do not have the
authority to make this go
forward,” he said. Now
that the RDEK has voted
in favour of the motion,
Bennett says he will take
the issue to the provincial
government where it will
go through a series of
Pprocesses from electing a

three to four member
guiding committee, which
will be appointed by the
government.

Bennett responded to
the overwhelming issue
brought up at the RDEK
meeting, that many dele-
gates expressed concerns
about, that the decision
would no longer be a
local one. The MLA says
that most likely the gov-
ernment will recommend
that local people be
appointed to the board
and the RDEK will have a
hand in choosing those
people.

“We've always said this
would be guided locally,”
said Bennett.

The two First Nations
bands  involved in the
issue, the Ktunaxa and
the Shuswap Indian Band,
are being consulted. The
Ktunaxa are opposed to
the resort and the
Shuswap are in favour,
according to Bennett.

After the First Nations
sign off on the deal, it
will for to the Ministry of
Tourism for approval and
then to the government
before the appointed
committee is set up. The
master development plan
must also be signed by
the government and the
proponent, Jumbo Glacier

Resorts.

Bennett expects more
details to come available
this fall, but has already
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